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Abstract 
Bran area, guarded by Bran Castel, is an oasis of natural beauty, located between the Carpathian Mountains, a cradle of 
civilization from ancient times. Origins: Education in Transylvania is rooted in its close connection with the religious worship. Its 
beginning consists of the establishment of the First Romanian School in the XVth century in Schei, Brasov. Ever since the XVIIIth
there are references to a first Romanian school in the Bran area, at Moieciu. Continuity is ensured by the involvement in the 
development of the Transylvanian education of the major scholars of those times, namely: Bishop Andrei Saguna, Ioan Puscariu, 
thus in the XIX-th century in every village from Bran area there was a school in operation. The teachers, who are priests, church 
bishops, painters, develop both cultural and craftsmanship directions, at local level. 
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1. Introduction 
The promotion and development, up to the present time, of various local craftsmanship categories ensures the 
continuity of traditional customs at the same time conferring another educational perspective for young people. 
Education's organization, having thematic directions in the craftsmanship, artistic or cultural - historical fields, 
enables interpersonal communication between generations. It brings contributions to the protection of environment 
and cultural heritage in an area with a strong orthodox tradition. The architectural perennially reflected in the 
historical monuments but also in the still existing Romanian traditional houses harmonizes with the wealth of the 
natural space, offering to the new generations a holistic view. 
2. Historical and geographical area  
The Carpathian Basin of Bran, a wide natural amphitheatre, surrounded by the Bucegi and Piatra Craiului 
mountains is an area of unique natural beauty in Romania and Europe. Since ancient times, Rucar-Bran corridor is 
geographically assigned as the "gateway” linking the Carpathians from south to east and historically as a bridge 
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between Tara Romaneasca and Transylvania. Bran is located approximately in the center of Romania, considered to 
be the vein of the Romanian soul, a symbol of history, linguistics and ethnographic tradition. 
From ancient times, the Rucar -Bran corridor, this area of Romania, it is mentioned since the roman occupancy, 
at the time when this territory was known as Dacia. 
 
                                                      
                                                            Figure 1. Mountains Piatra Craiului view 
 
There are archaeological data confirming a community life   as early as, mid Palaeolithic, aprox. 60,000-40,000 
B.C. During the period when Dacia was a roman province, the space, which later will be named Bran - Rucar, it has 
been mentioned as an early settlement of that time.  
In this geographical area, there were set strong foundations since ancient times in both the historical built and 
cultural-historical space. The symbol of the area is the Bran Castle, a monumental fortified edifice that has been 
guarding the corridor for centuries, a symbol of defence in the past and a cultural-tourist attraction now, well known 
in Europe and worldwide. 
In the year 1367, Bran is named in the documents of that time, as Terch. Soon after, in 1377, Ludovic de Anjou 
gave permission to the merchants of Brasov to build the castle of Bran, with the mission to control and defend the 
strategic corridor between Transylvania and Wallachia. 
 
                                                       
                                                                 Figure 2. Bran Castel view 
 
Later, in 1729, we find information about the existence of the villages named Sohodol,Poarta, Predeal, Simon 
Moeciu de Jos, Valea Lunga, Moeciu de Sus, Zbarcioaia, Coacazaea,si Sirnea and in 1732  another village is 
mentioned as  Fundata. 
3. Cultural tradition in Bran 
"Bran inherited from the ancestors the Orthodox Christian faith. They raised wooden churches in more ancient times 
and stone churches in the eighteenth century, with Byzantine Orthodox plane geometry, having a cross plan with 
three rooms, narthex, nave and altar, iconostasis with icons and paintings according to the canons of Byzantine 
mural. 
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                                                                                          Figure 3. „Stella Maris” chapel 
 
In close connection with religious worship arise the first schools organized around the churches, by educated 
priests"[2] In the south-eastern Transylvania, the area where the villages from Bran belong, the education is directly 
influenced by the setting of the First Romanian School, founded in the fifteenth century in Schei of Brasov city. The 
young people, who learned in that school in Brasov, were trained as teachers and priests, and then returned to their 
villages where they organized schools. In the beginning, the schools were set up in private homes where besides 
children, the adults could came eager to learn to read and write. 
The Bran first schools were known from the second half of the eighteenth century; such was the Moieciu village 
school from 1780. By that time, the feudal authorities did not recognize the existence of the Romanian schools. The 
Documents of the time about education in Transylvania certificate that in the early-nineteenth century there were 
schools in every village of Bran. 
In Sohodol village, the school has its own building since 1812 and due to the large number of students it moves 
into a more spacious building built by the community in 1862. At that time, the congregation Sohodol village, seen 
as local authority composed of people representing village, the Puscariu scholar’s family was part of it. The Cultural 
tradition of Puscariu family is famous in the country, both as founders of churches, priests, and religious hierarchs 
and as members of the Romanian Academy. 
In 1850, Predelut village had a school in a wooden building, and then moved into a stone building in 1893. In the 
same time, in the village of Simon worked 2 schools in wooden buildings.  
They have some features in common with those of the Balkan Peninsula cultural background, as attested by some 
sculptural representations on certain monuments of antiquity.  
 
                                                              
          Figure 4.  Folk costume, Rucar-Bran area [7]                                                    Figure 5. Home interior, Magura village 
 
For the costume fabrics they used natural textile, native animals and plants fibers, wool, hemp and flax and in the 
nineteenth century the floss silk and cotton were used as well. Later on, silk and metal thread was used in making 
ornaments. The craft tissue appeared and developed in close connection with the two basic occupations, agriculture 
and livestock, which provided raw materials: wool, hemp and flax. Decorative fabrics were used in the interior home 
and some creations were used to decorate the house walls.                                                
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4. Present: customs and traditions 
Bran is a unique ethno-cultural complex and it is nationally known and appreciated. The town was officially 
registered since April 2005 d, an expected moment with a historical resonance. It is known that Bran was an 
advanced centre of culture and learning, because a secondary state school existed there ever since the interwar 
period. Since 1992-1993 through the efforts of the Bran people, authorities and teachers, the "Sextil Puscariu” High 
school opened its gate. Bran Castle, returned to their rightful owners, heirs of Princess Ileana, is open to visitors in a 
new exhibition formula. As a necessity of maintaining and raising the cultural level of the area, a cultural centre was 
open, the "Prof. John Clinciu" Bran-Gate.  
 
From feelings of love for the village and its people, in May 1995, the Association "Sons and Friends Bran" has 
been established, an apolitical and non-governmental organization, mainly cultural purpose, which aims to develop 
activities to help the tourism, economy and culture in the Bran villages. They placed a commemorative plaque for 
the celebration of the great personalities of Bran, holy roadside crosses and monuments have been sanctified, 
symposia on topics related to history, culture and spiritual values of the region took place.  
In June 2003  "Pro Bran 'Association has been legalized and it aimed the economy, cultural and social development 
of the area, promoting eco-tourism and agro-tourism, the cultural heritage promotion activities, protection and 
enhancement of historical monuments and the environment protection.  
  
                                                 
                                                        Figure 6. Gen.Traian Mosoiu monument  
 
Besides the rehabilitation of the old monuments and churches with an architectural value, the local people helped 
for the building of a new church in the resort and Bran hermitage and for their sanctification by high church 
Hierarchs. 
At any time of the year, Bran is the host for many cultural events that promote the tradition of the region. Children 
and young people from schools actively participate in these events. History and culture in this area remained alive 
over the centuries due to the contribution of older generations, who educated their children in the spirit of keeping 
the tradition but also by creating new activities. Thus, since January, winter attracts many lovers of sports in the 
magnificent mountain scenery, where the tourists can benefit from the new ski slope, Zanoaga-Poarta.  
 
                                                       
                                                                              Figure 7.  Ski run [6] 
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Being faithful people, The Bran villagers Bran welcome every Easter with painted eggs. The art of decorating 
eggs with beeswax and natural paint from red onion leaves still works today. The village craftsmen from Sohodol 
still paint eggs and teach the children too, for this tradition to last forever.  
Their talent made them famous in the country and abroad, the painted eggs having various religious themes and 
colours. Also, in the spirit of tradition, children are taking painting on glass classes in Bran schools. 
In summer months, during Pentecost and sheep mountain climbing, they have a fair for local gastronomy.  
 
                                                             
           Figure 8. Easter exhibition –Bran                                                                              Figure 9. Fair in Bran 
           
Because this place has a strong tradition in sheep breeding and the natural landscape offers the most favourable 
conditions for this activity, the households use to climb the mountains and witness the milking and milk 
measurement for St Peter and Paul holidays. In august, the people have meetings for the balance and the 
development of new projects of the village.                                                                                                                             
August month begins with the Pantelimon Fair, the craftsmen fair, which promotes the craft and skills, the 
traditional costumes, carved wooden household objects, musical instruments and decorative articles, handmade with 
natural fabrics and materials.  
Summer camps on various topics are held in Bran every summer: Architecture, sculpture, and painting. The last 
camp of architecture with the goal - noble as it may be - of the meeting: identifying a strategy for urban 
development of the area, designed to blend harmoniously all cultural and historical values and to preserve the 
natural beauties and keeping the area in the top of the tourist attractions in Romania.  
 
                              
                Figure 10. Scattered Village - Bran-Sohodol                                                            Figure 11. Household-Bran 
 
 
They revealed as well the traditional folk houses, having different designs, studying the specific architectural and 
urban typologies of the area, the dispersed village with traditional houses. 
The traditional and modern art festival "Bran Gate" is held each summer. The sculptors meet in the clearing of 
"Queen’s Heart ‘' meadow and they expose the designs on various topics to Sextil Puscariu High School and in the 
Central Park. The wood is harvested forest area, which is an ancient occupation of Bran.  
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Children are taught to paint icons on glass, to play theatre and to dance. Glass painting camps are organized, 
where the children are taught to paint the faces of the patrons.  
These artistic activities revolves both as a place and spirit around Bran Castle, a place where Queen Mary used to 
bring artists in the middle of august. 
 
                                               
                                                            Figure 12. Wood sculpture -Bran 
 
Then follows the festival "The Way of the outlaws" a historic-cultural event that reminds of the legendary heroes 
who fought for the good of the poor.  
On this occasion, they evoke scenes of history and display local costumes and cuisine. 
 
                          
                   Figure 13. Festival in Bran                                                                                  Figure 14. Festival in Bran[6] 
 
 
Because the specific of the area is the sheep breeding, every autumn is held the "ravishing sheep" fair when the 
sheep descent of the mountain. This is a celebration of autumn, a typical cheese and pastrami gourmet, a celebration 
of the year abundance and joy. The last part of the harvest festival is the “ Sumedru Fire", all about sheep breeding, 
but also with Christian origins about the purifier effect of driving away evil by burning crop residues left after the 
fall. It is a festival for children and young people, for the coming year harvest increase.  
The winter brings a wide selection of traditional Christian celebrations and customs. They organize the "Magic 
Holidays" festival and a couple of weeks before Christmas young children go singing carol from house to house. It 
is a magical time where you can admire the variety of the Bran folklore, the beautiful costumes and masks. [3] 
 
5. Conclusions  
 
The cultural tourism potential in the area is attractive and varied and is represented by the different ethno-folk 
repertoire, the folk and traditional holidays, the museum of medieval art, or old Customs building of XVIII century.  
Near the castle is a major open-air ethnographic museum, including the peasant, plant and specific objects 
villages in the area. 
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                   Figure 15. Customs museum                                                               Figure 16.  Balaban Hermitage, Bran 
 
Rucar-Bran area still keeps the historical and cultural values of the past and because of the involvement of the 
local authorities, village hall, teachers, all of these are transmitted to younger generations. The lasting of this 
tradition has been preserved just through the local desire for continuity and never ending. 
The roots of the concept of sustainable development are in promoting sustainable use of natural, cultural and 
historical resources. By keeping traditions, there is also produced the environmental conservation, so the education 
progress is in harmony with history and nature as well. 
Ethos is the moral and aesthetic aspect of a culture and is the force that determines all aspects of individual 
behaviour in that culture because it meets the values and ideas that configure the motivation of their actions "ethos 
of a people is the tone, character and quality of his life, the style and his moral and aesthetic mood, is his attitude 
toward himself and the world, as reflected in his lifestyle. That's why Bran, considered by locals the heart of the 
country, is a real example of sustainable development and education. The strength and continuity of a people is 
based on learning and preserving the culture and history and on preserving of the natural habit to create the 
prospects of the development of a balanced society. 
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